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"And they cried, The Sword of the 


Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20. 
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_ MRS, RIDGWAY'S GORNER 


By Mrs. Elizabeth Ridgway 
Manager, The Sword of the Lord 
and The Sword Book Room 


It is a great encouragement and 
makes me very happy to receive 
so many letters telling how people 
are praying for me in my new 
work. 

A Fort Worth friend writes: 

“I have started to write you 
but lack of time 
hindered... .To- 
day you have 
been on my 
heart so that I 
must here and 
now tell you 
that 1 am very 
proud of the 
stand you have 
taken and the 
change you have 
made and shall 
eageriy read ev- 

ery wvrd in your corner each 

week. Mr. and Mrs. —--—— spent 

Sunday with us. We had a great 

day together, she is sending for 

the Sword, and I want to take it 
for Mrs, —— -. L- appreciate 
your many prayers and we never 
pray without lifting you to the 

Throne of Grace. 

% When in Ft. Worth, call on me 
sand I hope to see you if we get 
‘to come over there any time.” 

I want to call your attention 
to the Sword Book Room Ads from 
week to week. In last week’s pa- 
per we advertised eleven authentic 
books on Prophecy and a number 
of Bible story books. Please write 
for any information about our 
\ 4° books and Bibles. 

f. If we do not have what you need, 
) we will get it for you. Let us hear 
from you. 


' BY FINE WORK BY 
MRS. RIDGWAY, 
BUSINESS MANAGER 


Advertising, Book Sales, and Cir- 

culation Increase; Dallas to be 

Center of Religious Literature 
For Southwest 


Pa. 
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Of the many, many mercies 
shown me by my Heavenly Father, 
one of which I am particularly 
grateful is the good help He has 
given me in the Lord’s work. First 
of all God gave me a good wife 
who is interested in the Lord’s 
work, who would rather be in a 
revival than anywhere else on 
earth, and who wins hundreds of 
souls. Today she is playing the 
piano in the Gainesville revival, 
and her constant delight is the 
Lord’s work. 
- Next God gave me some skilled 
and devoted young women to help 
in my office. Misses Lola Mae 
Bradshaw of Fort Worth, Viola 
Walden of Dallas, Fairy Shappard 
of Waxahachie and Eula Lee of 
Paris are such a team as to make 
possible an enormous amount of 
work of the highest quality and 
‘> done in the power and wisdom of 
* ‘the Holy Spirit. All four of them 
are earnest soul winners. Their 

nselfish devotion to the work of 
r+ . Christ and of this preacher is be- 
oF d anything of the kind I have 
/ ever seen, and for that I thank 
_.God again and again. They are 
- fine stenographers, tactful, Spirit- 
‘led soul winners, good Bible stu- 
dents, loyal friends and fine Chris- 
tians. They largely make possible 
the work of the two papers, the 
Kk correspondence and the booklets 
)-*and my church work in Dallas. 
“ye (CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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Great Crowds, Growing Interest 


In Gainesville, 


Texas, Revival 


People Saved Daily; Not Yet Giving 


Invitations 


YY 


God is blessing in the Gaines- 


‘ville Revival. He blessed in the 


equipment for the meeting, giving 
us plenty of seats, lights, a great 
choir platform and the use of the 
Market Square. He has blessed 
even more wonderfully in crowds. 
Last night (Monday night) a 
crowd estimated at 1,000 or 1,200 
people was present and showed re- 
markable interest. Some came 
from Sherman, thirty-seven miles 
away, some from Whitesboro and 
from various points of Cooke 
County. I preached last night on 
“The Scarlet Sin — Adultery,” and 
there was great conviction in the 
audience. About a dozen held their 
hands for prayer. I gave no invi- 
tation, but. after the benediction 
two young women came forward 
who had held their hands for 
prayer. One, a backslider, came 
back to the Lord, and the other 
was happily saved, 

Great numbers are coming to 
this revival who do not ordinarily 
attend revivals or other church 
services. A great number of back- 
sliders who have long been out 
of service and out of touch with 
God came. They tell me so them- 
selves. While we nave had little 
cooperation from the churches 
(three of four pastors come part 
of the time), yet we have found a 
very fine interest. on the part of 
the general public. There is a 
hunger for a great revival and a 
general feeling that God is going 
to give it. With such a crowd of 
the unsaved and backsliders, and 
with relatively fewer warm-heart- 
ed, active, soul winners, it will 
take a little longer for the re- 
vival to break out, perhaps but 
there is much evidence that God 
is working. High hopes arise in my 
heart over the frank hunger of the 
multitudes who admit they are far 
from God, but who listen intently 
to plain, sharp preaching and who 
ask for prayer. This week I hope 
to begin to give an invitation reg- 
ularly if the Holy Spirit will but 
lead and give me wisdom and pow- 
er. We should begin to see dozens 
and scores saved. May God grant 
it. Let all Who will, pray for a 
mighty revival with hundreds of 
conversions that will shake this 
town and be an example to preach- 
ers and churches everywhere. 


How people do neea to see an 
exhibition of the work and pow- 
er of God! There is nothing in 
this world that preachers need like 
a revival. There is nothing in the 
world that will help individual 
Christians, Sunday School teach- 
ers and fathers and mothers like 
to know about, or better still to be 


in a great revival. I have found} Hell 


that the readers of The Sword of 
the Lord are greatly blegsed when 
they learn about a great revival. 
The greatest thing that can happen 
on top side of this earth is a great 
revival. That comes first. For that 
reason I leave my church in Dal- 
las, leave my home, and let other 
work go undone to have revivals 
in needy places. For that reason 
I work long and hard with little 
hope of reward this side of heaven 
for revivals. For this reason I pray 
and sweat and study to get enor- 
mous crowds. Revivals are the 
main business, Brother! By all 


means let every preacher get out | 


Regularly 


~ 


and start a revival somewhere. 
Near you somewhere is a needy, 
starving place where sinners will 
hear the gospel if you go and cry 
loud and spare not against:sin, de- 
clare all the counsel of God, stand 
for the whole Bible and proclaim 
salvation, Heaven, Hell, repentance, 
judgment and the coming of Christ. 

A very refreshing detail of the 
revival has been the attitude of 
the business men in the town. 
Printers, lumbermen, electricians 
were all glad to serve the revival 
and willing to depend upon me for 
payment out of the week night of- 
ferings. The light company put in 
lights without a deposit both at the 
revival and in the house we rented. 
Messers, Shady and Herman put in 
the lights without cost except for 
the materials. I was never treated 
more courteously than by the busi- 


ness men of Gainesville. And how 
grateful I am to God, that, as far. 
as I know, I never left a revivai?that called out group a church. 


owing even a fifty cent pressing 
bill, nor for lights, lumber, pub- 
licity nor for anything else. 

Mrs. Rice and the five little 
girls are with me in the furnished 
house at 615 Hall Street in Gaines- 
ville. Also, one stenographer, Miss 
Fairy Shappard, who will be with 
us all the time and another ste- 
nographer part of the time. Cor- 
respondence, copy for the two pa- 
pers, manuscripts, etc. — the work 
must go on. And we will return 
to Dallas for Saturday and for 
Sunday morning, and then back to 
Gainesville for the great Sunday 
night revival service while Brother 
Stroh speaks in Dallas, 

Next week we expect to be able 
to tell you of many conversions. 
Let all pray to that end. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


ON “THE 


CHURCH” 


Commonplace Questions and Bible Answers 
Distinguishing Between Churches (Local 
Congregations) the Church (The Body 
of Christ Including All the Saved) 
and Denominations (Wrongly 
Called Churches) 


|. What Does the Word "Church" 


Mean in the Bible? 


Answer: The word church in our 

Bible is found only in the New 
Testament and is translated from 
the Greek word ekklesia. The 
word ekklesia simply means a 
called-out assembly, or “the called 
out ones.” Any called out group 
is a church in the Bible sense. 


For instance, Israel called out of 
Egypt and gathered at Mount Si- 
nai was a called out assembly, and 
therefore it is called “The church 
in the wilderness,’ in Acts 7:38. 
Some of them were not even saved, 
and yet the New Testament calls 


In the 19th chapter of Acts, 
Demetrius, a silversmith who made 
idols, called out a mob of heathen 
people at Ephesus to kill Paul. In 
Acts 19) verses 32, 39 and 41, this 
called out group is called an “as- 
sembly” in our hing James Ver- 
sion of the Bible, but in the Greek, 
the Holy Spirit called them ek- 
klesia, or a “church.” The word 
assembly is a translation of the 
Greek word ekklesia. Aside from 
these three verses, ekklesia is trans- 
lated church every where else in 
the New Testament. 

The point I am making is that 
any catled out assembly is a 
church in the Bible sense. 

Usually in the New Testament, 
the word church means a local as- 
sembly of Christians. The Bible 


“Mistakes In The Bible” 


SERMON PREACHED SUNDAY 


NIGHT, JUNE 2\st 
Stenographically Reported 


(Continued from Last Issue) 


Somebody said, “Well Brother 
Rice, I can’t believe the Bible be- 
cause it says what it does about 
Hell. I just can’t believe that a 
loving God ever sent a sinner to 
Hell. I just can’t believe that there 
is a Hell of eternal torment of soul 
and body as the Bible says. That 
is horrible! I can’t believe that.” 
Brother listen to me, the worst 
things we have in the Bible about 
came, not from Isaiah, not 
from Paul, and not from John the 
beloved disciple, but the things that 
are most horrible about Hell came 
from the mouth of the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself! It was Jesus who 
said, “the rich man died and was 
buried and in Hell he lifted up his 
eyes being in torment!” It was 
Jesus who told how he lifted up his 
voice and cried, “Send Lazarus 
that he may dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue 
for I am tormented in this flame!” 
It was Jesus who said that. It was 
Jesus” who warned and said to the 
people, “Beware of him who is able 


to cast both soul and body into 


Hell!” Jesus spoke to John the be- 
loved disciple on the Isle of Pat- 
mos in the book of Revelation and 
told him of the fire that never goes 
out and the lake of fire burning 
with brimstone. Yes, the Bible says 
there is a Hell and sinners go 
there, and I believe that a good 
God would do it, 


What we know about God we get 
from this Book. How do you know 
He is a good God? Any kind of a 
god you have that doesn’t do what 
the Bible says, you have no book 
that tells about it and no answers 
to prayer to prove it. The only 
way we know what God will do 
is what He said He would do, and 
He said He would cast the wicked 
into unquenchable fire. That is 
what God said! My mother be- 
lieved it and my father believed it, 
and I believe it, thank God, I be- 
lieve it! 

Now, my friends, hear me. That 
Bible is all so and you can believe 
every word of it. “Here is some- 
thing I can’t believe,” you say, “so 
I will just cut it out.” And Broth- 
er Houpt will cut out a page of his 
own, the part he doesn’t believe, 
and somebody else will cut out a 
page he doesn’t believe, and the 
first thing I know, I wouldn’t have 
anything left but the cover. And 


I wouldn’t have all the cover, for’ 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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has many such terms as “the 
church at Jerusalem,” “the church 
at Rome,” “the churches of God at 
Corinth,” or “the churches of Ga- 
latia,” or “the seven churches of 
Asia.” A local congregation of 
Christians is properly called a 
church. In the Bible, a local con- 
gregation of Christians was called 
a church even if it were wrong in 
doctrine and practice. The church- 
es of Galatia all taught Judaism 
and that circumcision was neces- 
sary to salvation. The church at 
Corinth had speaking in tongues, 
confusion, divisions, and worldli- 
ness, and yet it was a church. The 
word church simply means a called 
out assembly, and every local con- 
gregation of Christians, right or 
wrong in doctrine and practice, is 
yet a called out assembly, a church. 


I said the most frequent use of 
the word church in the Bible re- 
ferred to local congregations. How- 
ever, the Bible has one other very 
important usage of the word church. 
When Christ comes into the air to 
receive His saints and call out all 
the saved to meet Him in the air, 
that will be a called out assembly, 
and so a church. In a number of 
places in the Bible, the word church 
refers to that great body of people 
who will meet Christ in the air. 
It will include every saved per- 
son. That body of people is spoken 
of as “the church which is His 
body” (Eph. 1:22, 23). 

When you read the Bible, notice 
these two meanings of the word 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


CAMP OUT FOR 
A FEW DAYS 


Plans go forward for the Wise 
County Camp Meeting at the Old 
Settler’s Reunion Grounds about 
two miles from Decatur, Texas. 
The dates are July 10-19. Brother 
E. L. Banta will be in charge and 
will give an evangelistic message 
every night. Brother W, G. Stroh 
will be in charge of the singing. 
Other speakers and Bible teach- 
ers will be, the Lord willing, Bro. 
Scott W. Hickey, Bro. Johnnie 
Lovell, Rev. W. E. Hawkins, Jr., of 
the Radio Revival, Rev. Joe Scheu- 
mack and others. 


The Lord willing, the editor of 
this paper will be present for part 
of the time and speak as an- 
nounced. 

This is a very happy occasion 
for Christian people to get together 
and camp out and at the same time 
take part in a revival meeting and 
study their Bibles. Everything will 
be on the highest Christian plane. 
There will be no mixed bathing. 
Inexpensive meals will be served 
on the ground. Tents and cots may 
be rented, or you may bring your 
own. There will be electric lights 
and water. Services will be held 
under a big tabernacle with open 
sides, 
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uestions, FROM PAGE 1) 


church. The context will practical- 
ly always show whether the Lord 
is speaking of a local congregation 
of Christians, or that great as- 
sembiy that will meet in the air. 

it is important to notice that the 
church which is the body of Christ 
can only be used in the singular. 
‘there are no two bodies. anere 
wili only be one assembly of the 
saints in Heaven. 

It is even more important to re- 
member that the great assembly or 
church which is tue body of Cnrist 
is composed not of tne smaller and 
jocal congregations of Cunristians, 
but of individual members. For 
instance, the church at Jerusaiem 
was not a unit or branch of the 
great assembly of Christ whica will 
ineet in the air. ‘lhe church at 
Jerusalem probably had some un- 
Saved people in it, and these couid 
not be a part of the Heavenly body 
who will meet Jesus in the air at 
the rapture. The individuai vWuris- 
lian is a member of the boay of 
Christ. He may also be a member 
of a local congregation, or he 
may not be. There is a clear- 
cut distinction between a 
local congregation or cailed 
out assembiy, or church, and that 
Heavenly assembly “the general as- 
sembly and church of the first- 
porn,” (Heb. 12:25). When you 
read your Bible and come upon the 
word church, notice the context 
carefully and you can tell whetner 
the Holy Spirit speaks of a local 
assembly ot Christians meeting ii 
one community, or that great as- 
sembiy including all Christians who 
will meet in Heaven, 


2. Are Denominations Churches? 
ls it Proper to Speak of ‘The 
Catholic Church,” "The Baptist 
Church," “The Church of Christ,’’ 
Etc? 


Answer: Denominations are not 
churches at all. The word church 
in common usage has a meaning 
that differs from the Bible use of 
the word church. For instance, in 
modern English, we could say, 
“There is a church on the next 
corner,’ Meaning a church build- 
ing. In the Bible, the word church 
never refers to a building. Again, 
we are accustomed to speak of 
“the Roman Catholic church,” but 
that is an unscriptural use of the 
term, because the word churcn in 
the Bible never refers to a denom- 
ination. A local congregation of 
Catholics might be a called out as- 
sembly and so properly be called 
a church in the simplest meaning 
of the term. But when you put 
all the Catholic congrega..ons to- 
gether scattered throughout one 
nation or all the world, and call it 
a church, you use the term in a 
way that it is never used in the 
Bible. In the Bible, when Paul 
wrote a letter to a number of con- 
gregations in the province of 
Galatia, he did not lump them all 
together and call them “the church 
of Galatia,” but he called them 
“the churches of Galatia” (Gal. 
1:2). When Paul wished to speak 
of all the local congregations, he 
did not lump them all together and 
speak of them as a denominational 
church. Instead, he spoke of “the 
care of all the churches,” (II Cor. 
11:28), and “the churches of God’”’ 
(I Cor, 11:16). 

Therefore, it is certainly un- 
scriptural to speak of “the Church 
of Christ” if you refer to the 
Church of Christ denomination 
composed of many local congrega- 
tions. It is certainly wrong and un- 
scriptural to say “the Baptist 
church,” if you refer to the Baptist 
denomination including more than 
one local congregation. A _ local 
Baptist church is a church in the 
Bible sense, but the. Baptist De- 
homination in the Bible terminol- 
ogy is always plural, “churches’”’ 
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ns, Answers on “The Church’ 


and not singular, a “church.” 

No, denominations are not 
churches. 

This means that when the Bibie 
speaks of a church, or the church, 
it never refers to tne Catnolics as 
such, nor to baptists as such nor 
to any separate denominational 
group. A denominational group 1s 
not a church in the bivie seu... 


3. Who Are Members of the 
Church Which is Christ's Body? 


That is answered in Hebrews 12: 
22, 23. 

“But ye are come unto mount 
Sion, and unto the cily or wie 
living God, the heavenly Jerusa- 
lem, and to an innumerabie com- 
pany of angels, 

“To the general assembly and 
church of the firstborn, which are 
written in heaven, and to God 
the Judge of all, and to the spirits 
of just men made perfect.” 


In “the general assembly and 
church of the firstborn,” or those 
“which are written in heaven” these 
“spirits of just men made perfect,” 
this great assembly or church who 
will meet Jesus in the air, calied out 
at the rapture to the Heavenly Je- 
rusalem, will include every person 
whose name is written in Heaven, 
every cnud of God savea up to 
that time. I Corinthians io:odl 
says, “We shall not all sleep, but 
we shall ALL be changed,” and 
that certainly means that all saved 
people whether .iving or dead will 
be changed to a glorified boay and 
will meet: Jesus in the air to be a 
part of that assembly or church. 
All saved people, then, are mem- 
bers of the church which is His 
body (Eph. 1:22, 23). 

Again I Corinthians 12:12, 
says: 

“For as the body is one, and 
hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body, be- 
ing many, are one body: so also 
is Christ. 

“For by one Spirit are we ali 
baptized into one body, whether 
we be Jews or Gentiles, whetner 
we be bond or free; and have 
been all made to drink into one 
Spirit. 

That passage means that there 
is only one body of Christ that will 
be caught up to meet Him in the 
air and that that body wiu include 
every saved person whether Jew 
or Gentile, 


4. How Does One Get Into the 
Church? 


Answer: Local congregations in 
the Bible evidently received mem- 
bers by general approval or vote. 
The brethren at Ephesus wrote to 
the disciples at Achaia exhorting 
them to “receive” Apollos. ,Peter 
and the six Jewish Christians with 
him approved Cornelius and his 
household for baptism (Acts 10: 
47). But pastors and local church- 
es cannot make one a member of 
the body of Christ. That is done, 
when one is converted, by the Holy 
Spirit. When one is saved, he is 
“porn of the Spirit.’”’ It is the Holy 
Spirit who makes the change in 
him then, and at the same time 
the same Holy Spirit buries him 
into the body of Carist and makes 
him a part of it. That is the mean- 
ing of I Corinthians 12:13 which 
we quote again, “For by one Spirit 
are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; and 
have been all made to drink into 
one Spirit.” Notice that tnis bap- 
tism is a burial into the body of 
Christ, and notice that the agent 
or administrator is the Holy Spirit 
Himself. One is made a part of 
the body of Christ by Christ’s own 
personal representative, the Holy 
Spirit and that occurs at the in- 
stant of salvation. This book of 
I Corinthians is addressed to saved 
people everywhere, ““‘To them that 
are sanctified -in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, with all that 
in every place call, upon the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord, both 
their’s and our’s’”’ (I Cor. 1:2): So 
I Corinthians 12:13 is true of ev- 
ery child‘of God; when saved, he 


13 


was baptized or buried into the one / 
body and made a part of that body, | 


that church, that will be caught 
out to meet Jesus in the ue at the 
rapture. 

Do not confuse this beastie 
into the body of Christ, when one 
is buried into and made a part of 
the body, with being baptized in 
water, or with being baptized in 
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the Holy Ghost. These are en- 
tirely different baptisms, im- 
mersed in water immersed in 
or covered with the Holy Spirit, 
and immersed into the body of 
Christ. Every Christian ought to 
be covered with the Spirit of God 
for soul winning power, and every 
Christian ought to be buried in 
weter in the likeness of Christ’s 
death, burial and resurrection, but 
every Christian ALREADY IS 
baptized into the body of Christ 
and so has become a part of that 
body. 

It is clear that some unsaved 
people may be in local churches 
and yet not be a member of the 
body of Christ, the general assem- 
bly and church of the firstborn, It 
is equally clear that one may be 
a member of the church which is 
Christ’s body, and not be a mem- 
ber of a local congregation, 


5. Explain Matthew 16:18, ‘And | 
say also unto thee, That thou art 
Peter and upon this rock | will build 
my church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it." 


Answer: “‘Upon this rock” does 
not mean upon Peter, but upon 
Christ. The word Peter means 
rock, a movable stone, but the rock 
upon which Jesus said He would 
build His church is bed-rock. Christ 
builds His church on Himself. He 
Himself is the Foundation Stone 
as is clearly told many times in 
the Bible. “Other foundation can 
no man lay than is laid, which is 


Jesus Christ (I Cor, 3:11). 
“I will build.”’ Notice that Jesus 
did not say, “I will begin,” or “I 


will establish,” or “I will found.”’ 
Jesus is not talking about the o7i- 
gin of His church, but about the 
process of building. Literal trans- 
lation of the Greek here would be, 
“Upon this rock I will be building 
my church.” Jesus meant that, 
through a long period of time, He 
would be building His church upon 
Himself. He is discussing here, not 
the origin, but the process of build- 
ing of His church. When we preach 
or teach on this Scripture, we 
ought to talk about what Jesus 
talked about. The Bible never says, 
“At such and such a time or piace, 
Jesus founded or began His 
church.” Since there is no clear 
Bible statement on that question, 
Christians ought not to make a di- 
visive issue of it. 


“My church” —what au Jesus 
mean by His church? Did He mean 
He would be building a local con- 
gregation? No, He did not. Jesus 
called together a local congregation 
of disciples, but of them it could 
not be said that the gates of Hell 
would not prevail against them. 


That local congregation passed out 
of existence, just as thousands of 
other Scriptural local churches 
have done. The gates of Hell do 
prevail often against local congre- 
gations of Christians, and Jesus 
was not talking simply about a 
local congregation in this case. 
Besides, Jesus did not say, “My 
churches.” Did He mean that the 
church at Jerusalem was His 
church and the church at Corinth 
was not? Did He mean to disown 
every other local congregation but 
one? Certainly not! Jesus did not 
refer here to local congregations. 


Well, when Jesus said, “My 
church,” did He refer to denomina- 
tions? Our Catholic friends often 
say that He meant the Roman 
Catholic Church, that they are the 
true church that Christ meant in 
this case and that others have no 
part in this church that Jesus said 
He would build. But they are 
are wrong. When Jesus said, “My 
church,” He did not refer to any 
denomination, any separate sect of 
Christians, 

Sometimes Baptist people call 
themselves “the true church’ and 
say that Jesus meant their 
denomination when He said, “I 
will build my church.” But 
such Baptists are wrong, for the 
same reason that others are wrong. 
The word church, as used here in 
the Bible, never refers to a denom- 
ination or to a group of churches. 
When Jesus said, “My church,” He 
referred to the general assembly 
and church of the firstborn, “the 
church which is His body,” (Eph. 
1:22, 23; Col. 1:18). 


“T will build my church,” or “TI 
will be building my church.” Je- 
sus did not build His church and 
finish it while He was yet on earth. 
He is still building His church. 
How does He build it? BY ADD- 
ING TO IT THROUGH THE 
HOLY SPIRIT EVERY NEW 
CONVERT! 

Above we read I Corinthians 12: 
13 which says: “For by one Spirit 
are we all baptized into one body; 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; and 
have been all made to drink into 
one Spirit.” Every saved person 
is buried into the body of Christ 
by the Holy Spirit, and so that 
ody, or church, is being built con- 
tinually by the addition of new ma- 
terial, living stones. Ephesians 2: 
19-22 tells us how saved people are 
built into this building and how 
the building grows into a holy tem- 
ple of the Lord, an habitation of 
of God through the Spirit. Read 
this passage carefully. 

“Now, therefore, ye are no 
more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow citizens with the saints, 
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and of the household of God: 

“And are built upon the foun- 
dation of the apostles and proph- 
ets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner stone; 

“In whom all the building fitly 
framed together groweth into an 
holy temple in the Lord: 

“In whom ye also are builded 
together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit.” (Eph. 2:19- 
22). 

This is the church which Christ 
is building, and every saved person 
makes this body of Christ, this 
temple, that much nearer comple- 
tion. Jesus will keep on building 
His church until the last person 
is saved just before the rapture 
when this church which is His 


body will be caught out and as- . 


sembled in Heaven. 
6. Can Any Denomination Trace 


an Unbroken Line Back to the Time ‘ 


of Christ? 

Answer: In the first place, if 
they could, what would it prove? 
Suppose Roman Catholics could 
trace themselves historically back 
to the New Testament times as 
they claim to do. Would that prove 
them right in doctrine when they 
have departed so far from the Bi- 
ble? Ceitainly not! If Catholics 
could trace themselves back to the 
time of Christ, that would still not 
make it right to teach salvation 
by works or by church ordinance. 
Error is just as apt to be ancient 
as truth. Age does not prove 
virtue. And any denomination 
which traced itself back to Bible 
times, might have changed just as 
much in doctrine and form as Ro- 
man Catholicism has, 

Besides, the Bible never claims 
that there would be an organic suc- 
cession of churches of a certain 
denominational pattern or name. 
The Bible does not teach, does not 
even hint, that a preacher’s author- 
ity to preach or the validity of 
baptism depended on a historic and 
organic succession of baptisms or 
ordination. When Jesus said, “My 
church,” He had no reference to 
denominations, and He was no 
saying that the gates of Hell woul 
never prevail against some certain 
denomination. 

Local congregations should pat- 
tern themselves after New Testa- 
ment churches in doctrine and 
practice. Any local congregation 
is a true church if it is true to the 
Bible, not because it wears a cer- 
tain name or descended by a cer- 
tain line of succession through the 
ages. 

Besides, most reliable historians 
agree that no denomination can 
trace itself back to Bible times, 
though Catholics with all their 
changes, come closer than others. 
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Fine Work By 


(CONTINUED FROM PASE 1 


None of them receive any stated 
salary. They go by faith, they help 
me to pray, and they share with 
me what God sends in. Their self- 
sacrifice and example blesses all 
who know them, 

I thank God, too, for the coming 
of Brother EK. L. Banta as as- 
sociate pastor. He is a fine Bible 
teacher, an earnest, warm-hearted 


} preacher and an untiring worker. 


‘¥, 


t 


b 


‘ 


t 


His coming was of God, and we 
have thanked the Lord many times 
tor Brother Banta, 

wikewise Brother W. G. Stroh 
with his lovely voice, his fine per- 
sonality, his gentie spirit and his 
devotion to Cnrist has been a greai 
blessing to the church, to the choir 
which he has built, and to the au- 


{diences that hear him at the tab- 


ernacle and over the radio. Bro. 
Stroh is doing a fine work singing 
in the Gainesville Revival and help- 
ing care for the work at home. 
brother Banta is supplying the Bi- 
ble Baptist Church in Oklahoma 
City for a time in the absence of 
the pastor. God sent us Brother 
Stroh as he did Brother Banta in 
answer to prayer, 


Mrs. Elizabeth J. Ridgway 


The most recent addition to my 
staff of helpers is Mrs. Elizabeth 
Ridgway who came to us to be busi- 
ness Manager tor my publications, 
The Sword of the Lord and Whe 
Word of Truth, and to manage The 
Sword Book Room. She came from 
Fort Worth where sne had been 
in one church for twenty-five years 
and in the same position for eight 


tyears, as business manager of i'he 


Fundamentalist and in charge of 
The Fundamentalist Book Room. 

Mrs, Ridgway came to my help 
in answer to prayer and as a re- 
sult of the direct leading of the 


than a year since we applied for 
second class postage permit, and 
less than two years since the first 
copy was printed. But Mrs. Ridg- 
way felt the clear leading of God 
and the assurance that God would 
help her to prosper in the Lord’s 
work here even more than He has 
helped her in the years that are 
(passed. 

I have known Mrs, Ridgway for 
& good many years and several out- 
standing characteristics of hers I 
have greatly admired. She is a 


| Holy Spirit. 

She left a paper of 22,000 circu- 
lation to become the manager of 
one with only 5,500. The Sword of 
the Lord had not yet made a great 
name for itself, it having been less 

i 
r 


t woman of prayer. Through these 


years she has asked me many 
times to pray with her about her 
paper, about her book store, about 
her large Sunday School class or 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


about some loved one who was 
sick. She believes in definite, fer- 
vent, expectant prayer. She be- 
lieves that God still answers prayer 
today the same as ever. She does 
not believe there has been any new 
age that would make it so tnat 
God would not keep His promise 
about prayer. She and I know 
case after case when God an- 
swered, sometimes miraculously, 
super-naturally and not according 
to nature. 


Next, she is a cheerful, steady, 
industrious worker. She believes 
that if she is in the will of God 
and prayerfully does the best she 
can, God will bring blessings and 
will prosper the work. Her faith- 
fulness gets results. 

Next, Mrs, Ridgway is a woman 
of fine vision. She has talent. She 
is a Bible student. She knows men. 
She knows business. At a halt- 
dozen different places she could 
have had a much better salary in 
the business world, and some 
friends urged her to accept a busi- 
ness position. But God led her to 
devote her time to the spreading 
of the gospel through these reli- 
gious papers and religious books 
and personal soul winning. 

Another quality of Mrs. Ridg- 
way’s which makes her very, very 
valuable help is her loyalty. She 
is square ali the way through, de- 
pendable, honest, faithful to God 
and to her friends. I can trust 
Mrs. Ridgway, and she will take 
great burdens off my shoulders. 


.\My load is made a great deal 


lighter, and my heart, by her 
coming. I thank God on every re- 
membrance of this good woman 
whom God has given to carry on 
the many-sided work in getting out 
the gospel, 

I want all our readers to know 
Mrs. Kidgway, the new business 
manager of i'ne Sword of the Lord 
and of The Sword Book RKoom. 
It you knew how she has it on her 
warm heart to help you read good 
books, books that wil help you to 
know God and Know your Bible 
better, to win souis; books that 
will bless your children — you 
would write her whenever there is 
an opportunity. She will take time 
to find just what you want and 
need. She will never recommend a 
book except ome she believes ab- 
solutely sound. She is not in the 
business for money. In every way 
she fits in with the fine stafi or 
help that God has given and with 
our ideal of getting out the gospei 
by faith, trusting tne Lord to pro- 
vide. 

Soon you may expect very inter- 
esting announcements about ‘he 
Sword Book Room. Stocks have 
been ordered and are coming in 
day by day. We will soon have a 
fine stock of the best religious 
literature available with never a 
taint of modernism, but the best 
sermons, Bible teaching, devotional 
literature, messages to the uncon- 
verted, religious books for chil- 
dren, etc., in the entire world. Even 
now we have many fine ones 
and will get anything that you 
want if it can be obtained and if 
it is true to the Word of God. 

I believe, and Mrs. Ridgway 
agrees with me, that we can soon 
make The Sword Book Room the 
religious literature center of the 
entire Southwest. I will take time 
personally to check up on the 
soundness of the books that are 
sold. We will not sell anything just 
to make money. Every time we 
send out a book order, it must be 
just another way of preaching the 
gospel, and we wiil have the finest 
stock of books to supply every 
need, particularly Scofield Bibles in 
a fine range of prices and bind- 
ings. We will have song books for 
all your needs, only high grade 
books, books for revivals and reg- 
ular church services and books ot 
fine gospel solos. 

Of course the book store will 
handle all the booklets of this 
writer and the hundreds of thou- 
sands that have been distributed 
will be followed, we trust, by mil- 
lions of others. 

Again we thank God for the 
coming of Mrs. Ridgway, and we 
want to ask the readers of The 
Sword of the Lord to pray that 
God will use her greatly in getting 
out the gospel. She and I believe 
that if we can stimulate the read- 
ing of fine Christian literature, the 
Bible teachings of great Funda- 
mentalist Bible Scholars such as 


“JESUS AND PETER” 


(Continued from Last Issue) 


So when Jesus arose from the 
dead, He said, “Tell my disciples 
and Peter! I want Peter in that 
crowd! He is mine! I will not let 
him go! He is mine! Peter is 
mine!” 

Jesus Knew the Love of Peter and 


Made Him Tell It 

Later on when they went out 
fishing, Peter said, “I am going 
fishing. I see mow I can’t live a 
Christian life. I just can’t make it. 
Who is going with me?” The 
others said, “We also go with 
thee.” Jesus in His resurrected 
body came on the sea shore, and 
got some sticks and built a fire 
and called to them, “Children, have 
you any meat?” They looked up 
and saw Him, and said, “No, this 
fishing business is not what it is 
cracked up to be.” (It never is 
when you are away from God.) 
“We haven't got a bite, not a bite 
in this world!” 

Oh, backslider, you say, “I am 
going back to the devil's ways.” 
Well, you will find it a bitter old 
path, and you will say, “I don’t 
know what I ever got out of this 
before I was saved. I can’t see 
what it was.” Simon Peter was 
out fishing. Jesus said, “Let down 
the net on the other side.” They 
said, “We have been fishing all 
night and have caught nothing, but 
we will try it anyway.” And they 
got the net full. John, who was 
quick of spiritual discernment, said, 
“That’s Jesus!” Peter looked 
around and saw Him, and _ said, 
“I’ve got enough of this fishing 
business!” He had been running 
away thinking he was unworthy. 
He feels it and knows it. He 
thought, “If I had a good chance, 
I would go and tell Jesus I love 
Him. I would tell Him I am sorry.” 
Peter said, “I am done with fish- 
ing! Give me that coat!” So he 
jumped in the sea and said, “Boats 
are not fast enough for me,” so 
he got out and swam out there to 
the shore. Jesus said, “Bring me 
some fish.” And Peter said, 
“Let me do it.” So he brings some 
fish for Jesus and Jesus cooked it 
for them and they sat down and 
ate. He didn’t scold Peter at all. 
Peter sat there on needles and pins 
and was ashamed to speak to Him 
about it. Jesus said, “He is mine. 
I bought him. I paid for him. I 
have prayed for him. I will not 
let him lose out. I will not turn 
him loose. He wants to tell me that 
he loves me. I will make it so 
he will.” So He says, “Peter, do 
you love me more than these?” 
“Well,” Peter said, “I haven’t any 
bragging, but Thou knowest all 
things, Thou knowest that I love 
Thee.” “Then why don’t you get 
busy working for me?” “I didn’t 
believe I could. I thought an old 
cursing man like me was ruined 
for any preaching.” 

“Peter, lovest thou me?” 

“Lord thou knowest all things. 
Thou knowest that I love thee.” 

He told him three times to get 
busy. Then He told Peter, “I haye 
not thrown you away. I haven’t 
turned you loose from preaching. 
I haven’t turned you out of the 
ministry. I haven’t taken your 
ordination papers away from you. 
I haven’t let you be tricked out of 
winning souls. Get busy at it, 
Peter. Old Peter says, “I am going 
to do it!” And the next time you 
see old Simon Peter, he has a step 
ladder down on the corner of Main 
and Commerce in Jerusalem 
preaching. the gospel! Oh, my 
friends, He will not let you go. 

Peter had been warned, yet he 
denied Him and sinned against 
Him, but Jesus loved him and 
turned and looked at him. Peter 
went out and wept bitterly. You 
have wept many times for your 
sins. Remember He sees you and 
hears you when you deny Him. 
But thank God, He sees you too, 
when you weep and repent. Nobody 
else can see your broken heart and 
your shame, but He sees that, too, 
when you go away and weep bit- 
terly, and He will not let you go! 

Oh, today, troubled backslider 


Moody, Torrey, Spurgeon, James 
M, Gray, H, A. Ironside, etc., it 
will help a great revival, it will in- 
fluence greatly the preaching of 
many preachers and keep count- 
less thousands from being led into 
modernism and unbelief. May the 
dear Lord grant it and use us to 
get out His gospel. 


and dishonored Christian, you have 
lived so sorry and done so iittie 
but He loves you still and prays 
tor you stul. Me Knows your orok- 
en neart. He loves you still and 
He will not let you go. Come on 
today and say, “Lord, chou knowest 
ali whings, thou Knowest imal 1 
love tnee. ANG he Says, “Wer 
busy then. imere 1s work LO do. 4 
am sliii tor you. 1 haven't thrown 
you away. xou have thrown your- 
self away, but 1 won't.” Oh, love 
that will not let me go. Mr, stron 
wil sing a verse or so of that song 
with me. Oh, the love that wiu 
not turn you ioose. Say, I am His 
and I will serve Him, 


“O Love that wilt not iet me go, 
1 i.est my weary soul in ‘i'nee; 

I give Thee back the life lowe, 
‘that in Thine ocean deptns its now 
May richer, culier be. 


I want to sing that last verse, 
too, with Mr. Stroh. 


“O Cross that liftest up my head, 

I dare not ask to hide from ‘thee; 

I lay in dust lite’s giory deaa, 

And from the ground there bios- 
soms red 

Life that shall endless be.’ 


It takes some cross if you go with 
Jesus, but it is a lot worse if you 
don’t go with Him. Let us say, 
“1 wili not shun the cross. I wiil 
not deny you either, Lord Jesus. 
And when i have sinned, Lord, ‘hou 


PAGE THREE 


knowest I still love Thee.” 4 

PRAYER: Our dear Father, ~ 
teach us tilis morniag toat vesus 
loves us and will not iet us go and 
seeks uS and pray and woos us 
back. Oh, Lord, these that have 
been out of service and not win- 
hing souls and who are disappoimnt- 
ed und shamed because Of sil, 1et 
them come aud iay every Wing 
down like Simon reter wao was 
prayed tor and forgiven ana wessed 
again: Save today any 10st per- 
Son here. Let any Wiv Ougni bo, 
come for membership. biess any 
backslider who ougnt to come and 
confess his backsliding, tor Jesus’ 
sake. Amen, 
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for your song books. vve suggest 
for summer revivals, GLAD ‘11D- 
LNGS, a book of i5VU songs, com- 
plied py «overt ci, Coleman. High 
quality. You will like it. Mania 
cover. Prices: z5c a copy; $2.00 
a dozen, post paid, or $0.25 for 
fifty; $12.00 per hundred not post 
paid. Kither round or shaped notes. 

Order from The Sword Book 
Room, 201 East Tenth Street, Dal- 
las, Texas. 
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“But as it is written, Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him.” 


— I Cor. 2:9. 
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“MISTAKES” IN THE BIBLE— 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


Brother Cunningham would say, 
“Let's cut this out, ‘Holy Bible,’ ”’ 
and we wouldn't even have the cov- 
er left, by the time these infidels 
got through with it. It is the whole 
Bible or nwo Biole. It is infallible, 
verbally inspired, made in Heav- 
en, the Word of God or it is the 
word of man and full of myths and 
foolishness and lies; one or the 
other. You can take your choice. 
1 am saying that there is no Bible 
or a Bible, no God or a God; one 
or the other. Yes, Sir, if the Bi- 
ble is false, Christ goes too, and we 
have no Son of God, and He wasn’t 
born of a virgin. If that book isn’t 
true, He didn’t work miracles, He 
didn’t rise from the grave and He 
didn’t die on the cross and didn’t 
pay for my sins if that book isn’t 
SO 


Before I go on and leave that, let 
us consider. Some people Say, 
“Well, what does it matter what 
you believe?” Just this. I have 
nothing left to preach when you 
take away the Bible, and I have 
nothing to believe, and I have noth- 
ing to hang my own poor soul on 
when you take away the Bible: 
nothing to preach to any sinner 
anywhere. Oh my friends, I beg 
you in Jesus’ name, hold on to your 
Bible! 

“Blessed book, precious book, 

On thy dear old tear-stained 
leaves I like to look. 

Thou art sweeter day by day 

As I walk the narrow way 

That leads at last to that bright 

home above.” 

Oh this book is the Word of God, 
and I believe it all and I am not 
going to turn it down. Let us see 
something about that book, I will 
tell you some things that I have 
found-—— what I have seen many, 
many times. We went down to the 
jail the other day, Brother Banta 
and I, and two men were taken out 
with us, they had wanted it. One 
fellow said, “This crowd won’t get 
me anywhere.” And I said, “You 
had just as well not pay any atten- 
tion to that crowd. What if they 


do laugh at you? You are going 
to Heli if you go on.” And he said, 
“I Know it. I wouldn't have been 
here if i hadn’t paid attention to 
them. Now I am going to leave 
them aione and I want to get out 
of this, and if God will help me, lL 
will never get into troubie any- 
more. I want io be saved and live 
right. ‘that’s what | want.” So 
we showed him verse after verse 
and it got in his heart and he toid 
me that he wouid trust in Jesus, 
and he went back in his cell saved. 
Have you got anything in your in- 
fidelity that can do that for a 
man? 

I have seen in this place, again 
and again, men come down and be 
saved that had lived awful lives, 
but now live a happy Cauristian 
life. Let me see how many men 
here were saved from a life of 
drunkenness by that gospel? Can 
you say, “You preach that Bible, 
you preach a supernatural, inspired 
Bible and by faith in that Christ 
I was saved?” How many say, “Il 
believe that gospel, and all that is 
true, and it saved me from a life 
of drunkenness,’ hold up your 
hands high. (hands held). There's 
one yonder, and others over here, 
there’s one! 

What I am saying, my friends, is 
this, is there anybody here who 
says, “I am an infidel, and when 
I turned to infidelity, denying the 
Bible, it helped me to be a sober 
man and turn away from my 
drunkenness and throw away my 
tobacco and I got out of jail when 
I turned my back on the Bible, and 
now I am a happy husband and 
have a happy home.” How many 
say it did that for me? It didn't 
do it! It didn’t do it! It didn’t 
do that for anybody! You just 
test that Bible out, Brother, and 
it works! It works! It works! You 
take the promises, I have tried 
them and found out that it works. 
When you call on the God of 
Abraham and of Isaac and of Ja- 
cob, when you come as they came, 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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“MISTAKES” IN THE BIBLE — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


Christ, it works. When one comes 
for comfort He can find it. And 


cording to that Bible, what can the 

infidel do about that? The siple 

is proven by the test of Con- 

science, the test of character, by 

change of heart! Now what are you 
to do about that? 

Now here is another test, the 
test of the death bed, 

In Chicago some years ago, Bro. 
Taylor in the Pacific Garden Mis- 
sion knew a man who was an in- 
fidel and didn’t believe in God and 
scoffed at the Bible. 


One day as he worked on a 
bridge over the Chicago River, a 
cable slipped and the thing fell 
and cut him in two and he had 
time only to say these two words, 
“On, God!” That’s all, and he was 
gone. For years he had been say- 
ing there is no God, but it didn’t 
take long when that thing fell 
on him to take all the infidelity 
out of him! 

There was a man at Decatur 
when I held a meeting there who 
scoffed at God and scoffed at the 
Bible and religion, and a few 
months ago that man lay dying, 


ought to give me more time! God, 
give me time to repent! This isn’t 
right. I haven't had a fair chance. 
Give me more time, God!” and he 
died screaming out that God ought 
to give him more time. But he had 
been saying that there wasn’t any 
God and that the Bible wasn’t true. 
But you let there come the cold 
breath of death in your face and 
the cold hand clutching on your 
heart until you know that in a 
few short minutes you will go out 
to meet God, there won’t be any 
more infidelity in you, Brother, 
and no more atheism and skepti- 
cism then, Brother! It won’t stand 
the test! You may talk and brag 
and talk your infidelity and your 
skepticism and go on with your 
scorning, but let me tell you now, 
a few seconds before you go, you 
will know that this Bible is all so, 
and you had better turn now while 
you can. 

You say, “Is the Bible so?” Oh, 
yes, it is so! It is so! The Word 
of God, Christ died for sinners, I 
am giad that that is so and that 
I can believe it, aren’t you? There 
is a Hell, a terrible Hell. Yes, that 
is 90, too. ‘I believe it, don’t you? 
The Bible proves itself. 1ne Bible 
says the wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
And we see that every day. That 
is easy to believe, isn’t it? That 
is the way it works. Oh, my 
friends, it is so! 

I wonder if somebody here to- 
night will say, “I am a sinner, I 
know the Bible is so, and I know 
that Christ died for my sins. I 
know I am a sinner, and I need 
help. Why don’t you say, *.sonight 
I am going to try God and try the 
Bible?” How many here, Baptist, 
Methodist, I don’t care what, a 
member of this church or no 
church, saved or lost, born once or 
born twice, I would like to ask 
you this question, whetner you are 
a Christian or not. How many will 
say, “Brother Rice, I believe the 
Bible is all so. I believe it all. 
I believe Christ is the Son of God. 
I believe He died for sinners. I 
believe it whether I am a Christian 
or not. Hold your hands up (Many 
hold hands). I believe that is nearly 
everybody in the audience, maybe 
everybody. I hope you will, 

Now brother, you can say that 
and still in ten minutes may be 
roasting in the fires of Hell, if you 
don’t have Christ as your substi- 
tute. But you say, “I believe there 
is a God.” But that isn’t enough. 
The devils also believed and 
trembled. You say, “I believe the 
Bible.” Yes, and every demon in 
Hell believes it, too. It takes more 
than that. It takes a personal ex- 
perience of being born again. It 
takes getting under the blood. You 
must believe not only that there 
is a God, but He must be your 
God. Not only a Saviour, but you 
must take Him as your Saviour. 
Not only a salvation, but .it must 
be ‘your salvation. Don’t you want 
it tonight? | 

I believe that the Bible is true 

Though the critics have torn 
it apart, 

All ee warnings and miracles, 

O, 


‘bench from the front. He was sit- 


I do wholly accept with my 
heart! 


All right, now listen friends, if 
you believe the Bible, if you be- 
lieve there is a God, why can’t you 
say then, “I believe in Goa’s dear 
Son and will take Him as my Sav- 
iour.” Say, “I will risk it, then. 
I will try it, then. I will find out 
for sure.” Listen, infidel, skeptic 
and Atheist and Agnostic and 
scoffer, I will tell you how you can 
find out for sure. A man stood 
here, Brother Wyzenbeek, and said 
when he first got down to pray, 
he said, “Oh God, if there is a 
God,” and then he said, ‘That won’t 
do, that won’t get anywhere. I 
know tnere is a God,” and then he 
started over, “Oh God, for I know 
there is a God, hear me and for- 
give me.” If you say, “All right, 
I am willing to know. If the Bible 
is the Word of God I will learn it. 
If the God of the Bible is really 
God, I ought to serve Him. If 
Christ is the Son of God, I ought 
to love and trust Him and take 
Him as my Saviour.” I dare you 
to get down on your face tonight 
and say, “Oh God, if you will show 
yourself to me, I will love you and 
serve you.” If you do that and 
mean it, God will show you, 


B. H, Carrol, the great theo- 
logian, tells how when he was a 
young man, just back from the 
Civil War, unsaved, his mother 
wept over him, her lost boy. He 
went to church to:a country revival 
and the preacher quoted the Scrip- 
ture, “If any man will do his will, 
he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself.” (Book of John). 
And he said, “I didn’t know that 
was in the Bible.” He looked it 
up and found it there, and said, 
“All right, I am willing to find out, 
If there is a God and He will show 
Himself to me, I will love Him and 
serve Him.” He went forward and 
told the preacher that. He said, 
“Wait a minute. I want everybody 
to understand I am not convertea. 
I just today made up my mind if 
that verse is in the Bible I would 
try to find out and see.’ The peo- 
ple had prayer, and he went home 
and went to his mother’s room and 
that night the mother and son 


while.- He decided to read the Bi- 
ble and he sat by his mother’s 
bed and as she slept, he read and 
read and read and read! As the 
morning light broke in the window, 
he said, “I have gone far enough. 
I don’t need to read any further.” 
He woke his mother and told her, 
“I am convinced, and now I give 
Him my heart and take Him as 
my Saviour.’ You can find out if 
you want to find out! 


Yonder in a meeting at Duke, 
Okiahoma, I was preaching on “A 
Christian Home,” and a red faced 
fellow, I noticed sat out there and 
seemed mighty interested. He sat 
the first night away back yonder, 
and I suppose he thought that was 
a pretty good show, so the next 
time his wife wanted to hear better 
and he sat the second or third 


ting there with his face all shined 
up, a hard working fellow, and I 
thought, “‘That’s a good old Bap- 
tist deacon.” I was proving about 
a Christian home, so I said, “Every 
man ought to take the burden of 
his home and take the responsi- 
bility of going to church and lead- 
ing his famuy right.” I said, “‘Isn’t 
that so, Bud?” He looked sort of 
red in the face and I said, “Isn’t 
it so that any man who leaves it 
to his wife to have all the re- 
ligion, isn’t he a dirty slacker?” 
He turned redder, but said, “I-I 
guess so.”’ After the service, some- 
one said, “Did you know that man 
is an infidel?” 

Well, he has been telling so many 
years that he is an infidel, but I 
had him in a tignt place where the 
wool is short, and he had to admit 
that, and he did publicly admit it. 
I thought, “If he is really an in- 
fidel, he won’t be back.” But the 
next night I saw him sitting again 
in the same place. I never will 
forget it. I had my gun all loaded 
to shoot that gentleman full of 
holes with gospel shot. When the 
invitation came, I saw him. Brother 
Danielson, can’t you sometimes see 
it when God has got hold of a 
man? I saw it was so with him, 
and I said, “Aren’t you about ready 
to be done with this foolishness 
and turn to the Lord and take 


stayed awake and talked a long|Y 
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Him? Won’t you give me your hand 
on it?” He said, “Yes, Sir, I am 
ready,” and he did. I said, “Won‘t 
you come out and tell it tonight ?’’ 
He said, “No, I tell you, Brother 
Rice, my wife has been taung the 
children and going down here to a 
little church these years. Let me 
wait until tomorrow morning and 
I will help get the children ready 
and take them and my wire to 
church and Sunday School and tell 
everybody there I have gotten 
right with God and am now His 
child.” I don’t ever encourage a 
man to put off claiming it, but 
that sounded good to me, and sure 
enough, the next day he joined that 
little church for baptism! 

Sunday night he met me at the 
tabernacle and just started to talk 
and said, “I want you to come out 
to my place and go fishing. I have 
a good place to fish.” I told him 
that I don’t have time for fishing, 
that 1 am fishing for men. He 
said, “I. would like to sit and talk 
with you.” After awhile he got 
confidential and said, “You know, 
I never was half as much an in- 
fidel as I talked like I was!” I 
said, “I knew you were not!” 

You can find out like he did, if 
you want to know! ‘The Bible is 
true! 

A young man in Decatur tried 
it. I had given a challenge. I said, 
“I know I can show you. You 
can find out.” This young man had 
been running with infidels and 
reading Tom Payne’s literature — 
sorry stuff that never made any 
man better, never made any one a 
better husband, never made any- 
one more honest to pay his debts.— 
I talked to him, and said, “You 
want this settled? Then get down 
on your knees right now and tell 
God. If you will show me that the 
Bible is so, I will read it and be- 
lieve it, and if you will show me 
that Jesus is your Son, I will love 
and trust Him.” Now listen, get 
down here and you tell mim, “If 
the Bible is so and if Jesus is Your 
Son, the Son of God, I will trust 
Him today.” He hummed and 
hawed. . .I said, “Well, if you are 
honest at all in your heart you will 
do it. Either you are a crook and 
lying about it on one hand, or if 
you are honest, you will put it to 
a test. | am going to shut your 
mouth so you will not any more 
talk your infidel foolishness. hi.ner 
ou are a crook and don’t want to 
know the truth or you will get 
down on your knees and put lils 
to a test!” 

“Well, that looks tair to me” 
he said. I said, “It is fair.” His 
name was . So we 
got down together on our faces 
and prayed and asked God to for- 
give him and then he said, “I do 
believe in Him. It is so, and He 
is my Saviour.” He had his brother 
get down beside him, and he too 
was saved. 

Why don’t you say “I am going 
to take this to Heaven and ask 
God and go away with Goa’s an- 
swer in my heart!” Way don’t you 
ask Him and see? 

My heart goes out to men with 
out God and no Heaven, no sal- 
vation, no Christ! What can they 
do? 

I urge you tonight to turn to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and trust him 
and love him ard be saved while 
you can. Son, don’t go away. Give 
me another five minutes. Who will 
say, “I need God, I want prayers. 
You can have Him. Let’s bow our 
heads. 


PRAYER: “Oh dear Lord, give 
power, give blessing, save to- 
night!” 

With heads bowed, everybody 
praying, please, who wix« say, 
“Brother. Rice, I am not a Chris- 
tian. I believe the Bible is so and 
I want to be saved. I know I need 
God.” Would you say, “Please 
pray for me?” Lift your hand just 
a minute. How many say, “Bro. 
Rice, I am not sure. I have got 
my doubts, but I am honest and 
would like to know if God will 
show Himself and give me cer- 
tainty in my heart, I would like to 
know about the Bible, I would like 
to know about Christ. . .I will try 
to do right about it if He will prove 
it to me.” If you are an honest 
doubter and will say, “If God will 
prove Himself to me, I will trust 
Him the best I know how.” 


Prayer: » Dear, dear Lord, bring 
conviction. You know the hearts of 
everybody here. Oh, tonight save 
sinners, for Jesus’ sake, Amen. 


Several came forward. One man 
converted was 64 years old. He 


Friday, July 3, 1936 


joined the church.for baptism. 
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Michigan Pastor orders John R. Rice’s 
Books for Church Library 


| Do To Be Saved" 


100 Copies — "Can A Saved Person Ever Be Lost" 
50 Copies — "Bible Baptism" 
50 Copies — “Hell — What The Bible Says About It’’ 


Unequally Yoked Together 


With Unbelievers." 


have them. 


“Bible Lessons on the Book 5 
Revelation 


With the present day world-wide 
conditions, the study of Revelation 
becomes increasingly important. 
Scriptural interpretation. Chapter by 
chapter with hundreds of referenc- 
es make the book of Revelation a 
new book to you and as easily un- 
derstood as the Gospel of John. Pa- 
per bound, 47 pages, price 25c a 
copy, $2.00 per dozen. 


"The Second Coming of Christ 
in Daniel” 


A concise, clear teaching of the 
outline of prophecy. The two-page 
chart explaining the four world em- 
gy Daniel's seventieth week, and 
he se | of the Lord, is worth more 
than e price of the book. Paper 
bound, 47 pages. Price, l5c. 


(One cannot understand Revela- 
tion without understanding Daniel. 
I suggest te get both books, Rev- 
elation and Daniel, and study them 
together.) ; 


"Bible Lessons on the Book of 
First Corinthians" 


This book will help the Christian 
settle from the Scripture, problems 
about ver inspiration of the Bi- 
ble — the judgment and reward of 
Christians—church discipline —mar- 
riage and adultery—the rd’s Sup- 
per —- bobbed hair — spiritual ts 
— the tongues movement — the s- 
urrection and rapture —and Chris- 
tian giving. mg bound. 40 pages. 
20c per copy, $2.00 per dozen. 


“The Electrocution of Raymond 
Hamilton" 


The book is commended by Gov- 
ernor Allred and should be read by 
every official. Many Scriptures com- 
mending death penalty for murder 
and ki pping, both Old and New 
Testament and in all dispensations. 
A piercing Bible message, a tender 
gospel sermon that resulted in many 
conversions. Every | nl ought to 
read it. It shows the influence in 
a boy’s life that tend to make a 
criminal h 


So reasonable are these Books in price 


that any church, no matter how small, can 


Books and Booklets 
By John R. Rice 


; 4 
your own aye Paper bound, 20 
pages. Price, , two for a quarter. 


Many Pastors, Evangelists, Sunday School Teachers and 
Christians throughout the nation have ordered Brother Rice’s 
books in quantities for church memberships, entire Sunday 
School classes and personal work. 


— NOTE THE PRICES OF BOOKLETS — 
Single Copy, by the Dozen, or in Hundred Lots 


THE DANCE 


—Child of the Brothel, Sister of 
Drunkenness, Lewdness, Di- 
vorce, and Murder, The Mother 
of Road to Hell! 
A remarkable, enlightening and 
alarming sermon on the modern 
dance. Given before a great audi- 
ence in Dallas. Stenographically re- 
orted with other materia? ded. 
lain, shocking, convincing Bible 
preaching that shows the folly, 
danger and sin of the modern dance. 
Give this book to dancers and moth- 
ers and fathers. It will do the 
work! Fine eggshell-tinted book pa- 
per, orange-colored leatherette cov- 
er. Thirty-two pages. 25c a copy; 
$2.00 per dozen. Add 3c postage. 
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“What Must I 
20 pages. One copy free. 
per hundred. 


Do to Be Saved?” 
$1.00 


“Can A Saved Person Ever Be 


Lost? 
24 pages, 5c each, 30c dozen, 
$1. per hundred. 


“Christ’s Literal Reign on Earth 
ok wee David's Throne at Jerusa- 


em, 
24 pages. 5c each, 40c dozen, 
$2.00 per hundred. 


“Sunday or Sabbath, Which Should 
Christians Observe?’’ 
16 Bg ng Bc each, 30c a dozen, 
$1.50 per hundred. 


Se oy With Tongues, Is It The 
ible Evidence of the Baptism of 
the Holy Ghost?’’ 


20 PB apn my 5c each, 30c dozen, 
$1.50 per hundred. 


“Rebellious Wives and Slacker 
Husbands,”’ 
24 pages. 5c each, 40c dozen, 
$2.00 per hundred. 

xy What the Bible Says About 


44 pages. 10c each, 60c a dozen, 
$3.50 per hundred. 


“Bible Baptism.’’ 
64 pages. 10c each, $1.00 a dozen, 
$5.00 per hundred. 


“Be Ye Not Unequally Yoked to- 
ether with Unbelievers.’’ 
ages. 10c each, 60c 
per hundred. 
“A Church That God Blesses and 
Why ? 


50 pages. 10c each, $1.00 dozen. 


dozen, 
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One complete set of John R. Rice's 
fifteen books, postpaid, for $1.25 
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